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20.5.22 

 

Dear Parents 

 

Early Years Garden 

This week, I was thrilled to ‘officially’ cut the ribbon and declare our new "Early Years 

Garden" open! The space has been totally renovated and we are thrilled with the 

improvements.  Our children were able to explore and enjoy our new water wall, growing 

areas, music wall, performance stage, cosy reading corner, builders yard, woodwork area , 

kitchen, climbing frame, obstacle course, small world area, maths area, 'Dinosaur Land' and 

mark marking areas in the sunshine this week.  Visit our website to see more pictures:  

https://www.corpuschristigateshead.org.uk/outdoor-learning-activities/2022/05/new-

outdoor-area-in-early-years/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFSTED INSPECTIONS 

 

Last year, OFSTED announced that it would once again begin to inspect Outstanding Schools 

that had been previously exempt from routine inspections.  Our school falls into that 

category as an ‘historically outstanding school’ last inspected in 2008.  This means that we 

are likely to receive a 2-day inspection in the very near future.   Schools only receive 
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notification the afternoon before, but we will inform you immediately that this is 

happening.  It is worth noting that our school will be inspected under a very different 

framework to 2008 and the vast majority of schools who have been inspected this year, 

have not retained their ‘Outstanding’ status.   

 

Pupil Premium Funding 

Introduced in 2011, the ‘pupil premium’ is a sum of money given to schools each year by 
the Government to improve the attainment of disadvantaged children.  Research shows 
that often children who are entitled to pupil premium face challenges and the funding helps 
to narrow the gaps in attainment and opportunity, between them and their classmates. 
 
The amount of pupil premium funding received by a school, is calculated on how many 
children are entitled to free school meals, receiving support from Children’s Services, are 
adopted or in care, or from service families.  Children who are eligible continue to be 
allocated this funding for the next six years, even if they are no longer in receipt of the 
support.   

Schools can choose how to spend their pupil premium money, as they are best placed to 
identify what would be of most benefit to the children who are eligible.  Common ways in 
which schools spend their pupil premium fund include extra one-to-one or small-group 
support for children within the classroom, employing extra teaching assistants to work with 
classes, funding educational trips and visits, paying for additional help such as speech and 
language therapy or family therapy, funding extra-curricular clubs and activities or investing 
in resources that boost children’s learning.   
 

You can find out more about how our school uses pupil premium by following this link:  

https://www.corpuschristigateshead.org.uk/our-school/pupil-premium/ 

 

 

 

 

 

Warmest Wishes  

Mrs C Maxwell 

Head Teacher  

JOB VACANCIES AT COPRUS CHRISTI  

We would like to employ an additional 

Lunchtime Supervisor and a TeaTime 

Club worker to join our team in 

September.  If you feel you would be 

interested in either of these posts, please 

contact Mrs Maxwell to discuss.   

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

Just a reminder that we will be 

celebrating in school on Friday 27th May. 

We have asked the children to dress in 

red and/or white and/or blue.  
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