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MISSION STATEMENT  
  

"Let your light shine"   
Matthew 5:6   

 

 
 
 

At Corpus Christi Catholic Primary, we ‘let our lights shine brightly’.  In God’s 
love and inspired by our faith, we always show kindness and respect to others, 
whilst working as hard as we can, to be the best that we can be.  
 
 
Welcome to Corpus Christi Foundation Stage 
We are thrilled and honoured that you have chosen to join our Early Years and look forward to 
sharing in your child’s learning journey over the next few years. We believe that parents, along with 
the wider family, are the child’s first teachers. At Corpus Christi, we believe that all children are a 
special gift from God and should develop and grow in a nurturing environment, secure in the 
knowledge that they are cherished.  We recognize the individuality of every child and family, and 
work together to ensure that each child makes the best possible progress here. We are proud of our 
caring, creative and happy environment where all are valued equally and encouraged to achieve 
their full potential. 

 

 



Our Aims 
• That our Christian beliefs and Catholic ethos inform everything we do and achieve 
• That children feel happy, safe and valued as individuals within our school community 
• That the needs of every child are met and their potential fulfilled as they enjoy their learning 
• That children develop high self-esteem, independence and self-motivation 
• To provide a balanced curriculum that is stimulating, creative and of the highest quality, 

delivered by a committed team who make learning an enjoyable experience for all 
• That children will have the opportunity to gain and develop basic skills, grow in confidence 

and face new challenges preparing then for the next stage of their school life 
That children develop strong moral values, understanding that we are all different and must 
act towards each other with tolerance and respect for other groups, races, religions and 
cultures 

• That children develop a growing sense of responsibility for their school, community and the 
wider world 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff 
The Class teachers are Mrs. C. Wilson, who is also our school’s Deputy Head Teacher and Mrs. M. 
Lilley who is also our SEN coordinator. The Teaching Assistants are Mrs. W Conway and Miss L. 
Taylor.  Children who attended our setting will already know these staff members well. If your child 
has attended another Nursery we offer a Home Visit before they start with us so that the staff can 
get to know them and yourselves. Home visits are valuable as we get to meet and build up a 
relationship with you and your child before school starts and you are able to raise any concerns or 
queries you may have early on. Visits to our setting are also timetabled for the Summer term before 
your child starts at corpus Christi. 

 

 

 

 

 



The School Day 
The school gates open at 8-50am. The staff will welcome 
you and your child into the cloakroom area at 8-55 am 
where they hang up their coat, drop off their water bottle 
and put their book bag in the box. Transitions usually run 
smoothly but if your child is upset be reassured that they 
calm down very quickly once you have left and get on 
with their day. We can always phone you later in the day 
to let you know how well they have settled if you are 
worried about this. Then the children will go into their 
key worker groups with an adult. Children will settle 
much quicker if they are punctual for school and attend 
regularly. It is very important that your child arrives on 
time each day so learning is not missed. 

At the end of the day, the staff will pass the children out 
to you one by one, out of the Dunsmuir Road gate. For 
your child’s safety they will only be allowed home with 
the nominated adult on the form, unless you have 
notified School that day of a change in arrangements. 

 

 

Illness 
If your child is unwell and unable to attend school please inform the school office by telephone 
before 9am. 

If your child has suffered from any vomiting or diarrhoea please leave 48 hours after the symptoms 
have cleared before returning them to school. 

If your child becomes ill at school they will be monitored while you are contacted to take them 
home. Please remember to keep your emergency contact details up to date at the school office. 

If you need to take your child out of school for a medical or dental appointment please inform the 
school office in advance. 

 

 

School Meals 
All children from Reception to Year2 are currently entitled to a free school lunch and we encourage 
all families to take full advantage of this initiative. Food is prepared and cooked on site to provide a 
nutritious, well balanced meal. The three weekly menu is available for parents so you can discuss 
choices with your child. Please ensure you complete the Free School Meals form on the Gateshead 
Council website as this can secure additional funding for your child. 

If you require your child to have a packed lunch please inform the school office. 



Snack 
In Early Years we have snack time every day which includes a 
piece of fruit or cut vegetables and milk or water. Your child 
will need to bring a filled water bottle to school every day. 
Please ensure this is clearly named and only filled with water. 

 

 

School Uniform 
Our full uniform expectations are detailed in the school’s prospectus.  Our children wear grey 
trousers, pinafore or skirt with blue polo shirts and burgundy sweatshirts.  These have our school 
logo embroidered on them.  Our children wear black school shoes.  Uniform is available to purchase 
from school. 

 Elasticated waist trousers or skirts are 
best in Early Years to help with 
independent toileting. Similarly, black, 
flat, strong school shoes with Velcro 
fastenings are essential for children to 
manage taking them off and putting 
them on themselves. No laces or stiff 
buckles please.  No open toed footwear 
is allowed. 

Please be aware that although aprons 
are provided, many activities in Early 
Years can be “messy” and accidents will 
happen. 

 No jewellery is allowed including earrings for safety reasons.  

We play outside whatever the weather so a waterproof coat is 
essential every day even in Summer! In cold weather a warm 
waterproof coat is needed along with a warm hat and gloves.  
If it is snowy or raining and your child comes to school in 
boots, they will need to bring their school shoes to change 
into. In hot weather please apply sun cream to your child 
before they come to school and send them with a sun hat. 

Children will not need a PE kit in Early Years however will need 
a pair of black slip on plimsoles in a Corpus Christi PE bag 
hanging on their peg at all times in case of wet or muddy 
footwear. You can also pop some spare clothing in this bag in 
case your child has an accident and needs to be changed. 

Please ensure all coats, clothing, bags and footwear are clearly 
named and checked regularly as name tags sometimes fall off 
or written names rub off in the wash. 



School Bags 
Your child will need a Corpus Christi book bag. These are available to purchase along with uniform 
form the school office. They will also need a Corpus Christi PE bag with their plimsoles and spare 
clothes in. Please make sure your child can recognise their name on their bags. 

 

 

Snack and Early Years Donations 
We ask for a weekly contribution of £1 from our families – there will be a box on Mondays for your 
contributions. This money goes towards baking ingredients, celebrations, rewards resources and 
books for our classroom. 

 

 

Toys 
Please encourage children to leave their toys and possessions safely at home as they may get mixed 
up or lost and then children become upset. We would rather their entry into school was a positive 
one – don’t worry we have plenty to keep them entertained at school!  If it helps them settle they 
may bring a small pocket sized cuddly or figure to keep in their coat pocket for playtime, but please 
don’t send anything precious! 

 

 

SIMS Pay 
We operate a cashless system for you to pay for things such as breakfast and teatime clubs, school 
trips, after school clubs and in Key Stage 2 school meals. This is called SIMS Pay and can be accessed 
on line. 

 

 

Assessment  
The Government’s Baseline Assessment will be carried out in September with all children in 
Reception Class. We will also carry out our own assessments on entry in order to plan the next stage 
in your child’s learning. 

 Each child in Early Years has a Learning Journal which tells the story of their learning and progress 
over time. Staff will make regular observations of your child and keep a record of their progress and 
development. You will be able to share the learning journal and discuss your child’s progress with 
the Class teacher on a regular basis at Parents evenings. You are encouraged to contribute to your 
child’s Learning Journal by completing “WOW” sheets based on your observations of their 
development at home. “WOW” sheets are celebrated in school and shared with the others. 



Following assessments, we aim to ensure early 
identification and provision for children with special 
educational needs.  We work in partnership with 
the local authority and other outside agencies to 
ensure a multi-professional approach.  We support 
children with medical conditions and ensure 
inclusion in all appropriate activities, consulting 
with health and social care professionals where 
appropriate. 

You will receive a written report of your child’s 
progress against the 17 Early Learning Goals in 
Summer Term of Reception Class. 

You can talk to the teacher at drop off and pick up 
about “quick” matters but if a longer, private chat is 
preferred please make an appointment with the 
school office. We encourage you to share any 
concerns with us as early as possible so we can 
work together to resolve matters and offer support. 

 

 

Medicines 
We can give children prescription medicines or any painkiller medication e.g. Calpol, providing a 
form from the school office has been completed. Medicines along with written instructions on dose 
etc. must be given to the Class Teacher at thee beginning of the school day and will be returned to 
you at home time. If your child uses an inhaler or EpiPen they will need to have one kept in school. 
There is a form to fill in for this at the school office. 

 

 

Celebration Assembly 
Reception Class join the rest of the school for Celebration Assembly on Fridays. This is where special 
achievements and “Stars of the Week” from each class are celebrated with the rest of the school. As 
“Star of the Week” your child will bring home a trophy to keep for 1 week. Please ensure all trophies 
are returned by the following Friday! 

 

 

 

 



Parent Helpers 
Parents are always welcome to come in and help at 
Corpus Christi. We are extremely grateful for offers of 
help and very much appreciate your interest and 
support. You may help by giving an hour a week to hear 
reading or support small groups of children completing a 
task. Or you may prefer to help outside the classroom – 
cutting out, laminating, sticking into books etc. Or you 
may want to support classes on educational visits to the 
farm or a museum for example.  Just let us know!  We 
know that many parents and grandparents also have 
particular skills, hobbies and talents and it would be 
lovely if you would share these with the children.  

Due to government legislation all helpers need to have a 
DBS check carried out before they are able to help in 
school or accompany children on trips. Therefore, if you 
would like to become a regular helper please ask at the 
school office for the relevant forms. 

 

 

Home Reading at Corpus Christi 
From the moment your child starts 
school they will be encouraged to 
develop a love of stories and 
books. You can help by sharing 
books and rhymes with them, 
singing songs and playing games 
like “I SPY”.  Point out 
environmental print to them and 
encourage them to “read” familiar 
signs e.g. Asda. Talk to them about 
what happened in the story and 
why?  We will invite you to a 
Reading Workshop to explain how 
you can help further in the 
Autumn term. 

 Phonics is taught through the 
Letters and Sounds and Jolly Phonics Programmes. Children will have the sounds they are learning in 
their book bag for you to practise at home with them. When they are ready they will bring home a 
reading book so you can hear them read at home then comment in their Reading Record Booklet. 
Children are expected to read daily. Please ensure your child brings their reading book to school 
every day in their bookbag so we can hear them read here too.  



How Can You Help Prepare your child? 

• Teach your child to put on and take off their own coat and shoes 
• Ensure your child can go to the toilet independently, pulling down own clothing and wiping 

effectively 
• Ensure your child can drink from an open cup 
• Teach them how to wipe their nose then put the tissue in the bin 
• Teach them to wash and dry their hands  
• Teach them to eat correctly, sitting at the table and using a knife and fork 
• Talk positively about school, the fun they will have and the new friends they will make 
• Talk to them about the new adults that will care for them and encourage your child to 

approach these adults if they need help or reassurance throughout the school day 
• Encourage them to ask questions 
• Encourage them to share toys and belongings with other children on play dates 
• Teach them to tidy up themselves after an activity 
• Share books and comics with them looking at pictures and asking questions 
• Teach them to respect and take care of books and equipment 
• Teach them to recognise their own name so they can find their own peg 
• Encourage them to try out new experiences and places e.g. swimming, museums, clubs, 

gymnastics, football, the library, dancing etc. 
• Encourage the correct pencil hold when drawing and mark making daily 
• Play board games and counting on games with them so they get used to losing or not always 

coming first  
• Count with them daily, encourage them to point to each item as they count it – ask them to 

bring you 5 or 6 or 7 of something 
• Get them to notice numerals in the environment  
• Read and sing nursery rhymes with them daily 

 

 

Safeguarding 
Safeguarding of children is of paramount importance to us and we endeavour fully to ensure that 
your children learn and thrive in an environment which is safe and secure. Staff have a duty to ask 
parents/carers about any marks or injuries they notice on a child. If your child does have a bruise or 
injury, please come and tell us how it occurred straight away as this saves us questioning the child 
about it. If your child suffers a minor injury at school you will be informed via the accident slip they 
will bring out to you at home time. If your child suffers a head injury or has a serious accident you 
will be telephoned straight away. 

 

 

A Multicultural Environment 
We make every effort to ensure children and their families with English as an Additional language 
feel secure and welcomed. We encourage them to develop their understanding and use of English as 



well as valuing their home language and culture. We would love parents to come and talk to us 
about their faith, language and culture and share artefacts from home. If your child has English as an 
additional language or another religion or culture, please bring in any books, fabrics, toys and items 
that will help us learn and understand and make your child feel more integrated. 

 

 

Request for Materials 
We are always on the look out for recyclable 
materials that we can use in model making, collage 
and Art. We would be very grateful if you could 
bring in; plastic containers, small plastic bottles, 
yoghurt pots, bottle lids, cardboard boxes, fabric, 
buttons, polystyrene trays, kitchen roll inners, egg 
boxes, ribbon, shells, pebbles, stones, cones, foil, 
old jewellery, baskets, dressing up hats, thin 
scarves, wool, wood, adult clothing, clippy cloppy 
shoes,  etc in fact anything interesting that we may 
use in the classroom. 

 

 

The Early Years Curriculum  
Reception is part of the Early Years Foundation Stage and consequently has its own specific 
curriculum. Your child will finish their Foundation Stage when they leave Reception and move into 
Year 1. A new Foundation Stage Curriculum was introduced in September 2012 based on the 
recognition that children learn best through play and active learning. The curriculum is divided into 
three prime areas and four specific areas of learning and the children will work towards achieving 
the Early learning goals for each of these areas. 

The three prime areas are:- 

•  Communication and Language  
• Physical Development  
• Personal Social Development 

 The four specific areas are:- 

• Literacy 
• Mathematics 
• Knowledge and Understanding 
• Expressive arts and Design 

 The aim of Early Years is to support and develop children’s learning by building on their interests, 
abilities, ideas and experiences. Children need to have the confidence to have a go by giving them 
time to play and explore. They need to be active in their learning and be able to persevere if they 



find things a bit tricky so that they can be proud of their achievements. They also need to be able to 
develop their own ideas and make links with previous learning. 

 

 The year will be carefully 
planned to give the children 
the opportunity to 
experience a wide variety of 
stimulating activities 
through structured play 
situations so that learning 
will be fun. At the end of the 
year we will provide you 
with a written report. For 
Reception Class this will be 
based around the 
Foundation Stage Profile. 
The Foundation Stage Profile 
is an assessment that is 
completed for all Reception 
children at the end of their 
Reception year. 

 

 

Communication and Language Development 
 This area of learning involves: giving children the 
opportunities to speak and listen in a range of 
situations and to develop their confidence and skills in 
expressing themselves. 

 By the END of Reception children should be able to: 

• Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with 
relevant questions, comments and actions when being 
read to and during whole class discussions and small 
group interactions. 

 • Make comments about what they have heard and ask 
questions to clarify their understanding.  

• Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth 
exchanges with their teacher and peers.  

 • Participate in small group, class and one-to-one 
discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently 
introduced vocabulary.  



• Offer explanations for why things might happen, 
making use of recently introduced vocabulary from 
stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when 
appropriate. 

 • Express their ideas and feelings about their 
experiences using full sentences, including use of past, 
present and future tenses and making use of 
conjunctions, with modelling and support from their 
teacher.  

 How can you help at home? 

 * Talk with your child * Act out stories for others in your 
family to watch * Chat, talk, speak to, whisper, sing and 
read with your child * Play I spy when you are out * 
Engage in dialogue with your child when you are out and 
about 

  

  

Physical Development 
 This area of learning involves: Providing opportunities for young 
children to be active and interactive and to develop their 
coordination, control and movement. Children must also be helped to 
understand the importance of physical activity, including pencils for 
writing. 

 By the END of Reception children should be able to:  

• Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for 
themselves and others. 

 • Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing. 

 • Move energetically, such as 
running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping and climbing. 
Fine Motor Skills 

 • Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – 
using the tripod grip in almost all cases. • Use a range of 
small tools, including scissors, paintbrushes and cutlery. 

 • Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing. 

 How can you help at home? 

 * Play ball games * Take a trip to the park * Feeling messy? 
Make some playdough * Take a pot of water and a 
paintbrush outside so your child can ‘paint’ the pavement, 



fence or shed. * Develop your child’s fine motor by encouraging them to do zips, buttons and 
poppers. * Cutting up magazines/pictures. * Play with lots of construction toys to strengthen their 
fingers * Talk about the importance of fruit and vegetables * Encourage them to use a knife and fork 
by themselves  

 

 

Personal Social and Emotional Development  
This area of learning involves helping children to 

• develop a positive sense of themselves 
and others 

• form positive relationships and develop 
respect for others 

• develop social skills and learn how to 
manage their feelings 

• Understand appropriate behaviour in 
groups 

• And to have confidence in their own 
abilities  

 

 

 

By the END of Reception children should be able to: 

• Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin to regulate their 
behaviour accordingly. 



 • Set and work towards simple goals, being able to 
wait for what they want and control their 
immediate impulses when appropriate. 

 • Give focused attention to what the teacher says, 
responding appropriately even when engaged in 
activity, and show an ability to follow instructions 
involving several ideas or actions.  

 • Be confident to try new activities and show 
independence, resilience and perseverance in the 
face of challenge. 

 • Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly 

. • Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including dressing, going to the toilet and 
understanding the importance of healthy food choices.  

• Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others. 

 • Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers. 

 • Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ needs. 

How can you help at home?  

 * Play games to encourage sharing and turn taking * Talk about how things make both you and your 
child feel * Ensure your child is able to use the toilet * Encourage your child to wash their hands 
after going to the toilet * Allow them to put their coat on and do it up by themselves * Encourage 
them to have a go at dressing themselves * Take them to new places to encourage self -confidence  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  



Mathematical Development 
 This area of learning involves providing children with opportunities to 
practice: 

 à their skills in counting numbers 

 à calculating simple addition and subtraction problems 

 à describing shapes, spaces and measures. 

 

 By the END of Reception children should be able to: 

• Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the composition of each number. 

 • Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5. 

 • Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other 
aids) number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some 
number bonds to 10, including double facts. Numerical Patterns  

• Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting 
system.  

• Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when 
one quantity is greater than, less than or the same as the other quantity. 

 • Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including 
evens and odds, double facts and how quantities can be distributed 
equally. 

• Use everyday language to talk about size, weight, capacity, 
position, distance, time and money to compare quantities and 
objects and to solve problems. They recognise, create and 
describe patterns. They explore characteristics of everyday 
objects and shapes and use mathematical language to 
describe them. 

  

 How can you help at home?  

 * Play board games like snakes and ladders to practise counting * 
Make a game out of sorting the socks after doing the washing. * 
Talk about the patterns you see. * Ask your child when you have a 
problem e.g I only have 2 apples but there are 4 of us. What shall 
we do? * Sing number rhymes e.g 1,2,3,4,5 once I caught a fish 
alive. * Spot numbers when you are out and about.  

 

  



Literacy 
 This area of learning involves: encouraging children to 
read and write, both through listening to others reading, 
and being encouraged to begin to read and write 
themselves. Children must be given access to a wider 
range of reading materials, books poems, and other 
written materials, to ignite interest. 

 By the END of Reception children should be able to: 

• Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to 
them by retelling stories 

and narratives using their own words and recently introduced 
vocabulary. 

 • Anticipate (where appropriate) key events in stories. 

 • Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during 
discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during 
role play.  

 • Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs. 

 • Read words consistent with their phonic 
knowledge by sound-blending.  

• Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their 
phonic knowledge, including some common exception words. 

 • Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed. 

. • Spell words by identifying sounds in 
them and representing the sounds with a 
letter or letters. 

 • Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 

 How can you help at home? 

 * Allow children opportunities for ‘real 
life’ writing experiences e.g shopping 
lists, birthday cards, Post-it notes. * 
Celebrate all attempts at writing even if it 
doesn’t look like ‘real’ writing. * Share 
and talk about stories * Spot writing in your environment– shops, sign 
posts etc. * Practice writing letters in different things– trace it in sand 
and paint, use chalk outside.  

 

  

 



Understanding the World 
 This area of learning involves: Guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their 
community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology 
and the environment. 

 By the END of Reception children should be able to: 

• Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society. 

 • Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been read in class. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class 
and storytelling. People, Culture and Communities  

• Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-
fiction texts and maps.  

• Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in 
this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 • Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, 
drawing on knowledge from stories, nonfiction texts and (when appropriate) maps. The Natural 
World 

 • Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and 
plants.  



Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting 
environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.  

• Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including 
the seasons and changing states of matter. 

  

How can you help at home? 

 * Talk to your child about your family, culture, religion, where you live, * Encourage your child to 
ask questions and answer them as best you can, * Ask your child what buttons they think you should 
press and why when using electrical equipment at home, * Notice changes in the natural 
environment, such as autumn leaves falling or the first signs of spring and talk about these changes.  

 

 

 

  

  



Expressive Arts and Design 
 This area of learning involves: Supporting children to explore and play with 
a range of media and materials, as well as providing opportunities and 
encouragement for sharing their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a 
variety of activities in art, music, movement, dance, role-play, and design 
and technology  

By the END of Reception children should be able to: 

• Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function 

• Share their creations, explaining the process they have used. 

 • Make use of props and materials when role playing characters 
in narratives and stories. Being Imaginative and Expressive 

 • Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and 
their teacher.  

• Sing a range of well-known 
nursery rhymes and songs. 

 • Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and (when 
appropriate) try to move in time with music. 

 

  

How can you help at home?  

* Encourage your child to role play; be prepared to be Mr, 
Miss or Mrs in a game of teachers. Or maybe you’ll become a 
passenger on your child’s train. * Make shakers using pots and 
dried pasta or lentils * Value your child’s creations– talk about 
what they have done and listen to their ideas * Keep your old 
clothes, shoes, hats, gloves to make an exciting box of dressing 
up clothes * Do lots of painting and drawing with your child, 
they love to see you doing this as well. * Explore a range of 
different materials and tools, such as paint. 

 

 

   

 

 



Characteristics of Effective Learning 
 The characteristics of effective learning are the 
ways in which children engage with other 
people and their environment They underpin 
the learning and development across all areas 
and support children to become and remain an 
effective and motivated learner. 

 The different ways this can happen are: 

 Playing and exploring – engagement– This 
focuses on the way your child investigates and 
experiences things, as well as their willingness 
to ‘have a go’  

Active learning – motivation– This characteristic is about whether your child concentrates and keeps 
trying if they encounter difficulties and if they enjoy their achievements.  

Creating and thinking critically – thinking– This looks at whether your child has, and can develop 
their own ideas, make links between ideas and develop strategies for doing things. We encourage 
the children to think about the ways they learn and to identify with the different characteristics. 

 

Thank you for choosing Corpus Christi for your child. We want all of our children to be happy and to 
do as well as they are able. If at any time you are concerned about your child or unsure about how 
to support your child’s learning please speak to the class teacher. 

We look forward to a long and happy partnership with you and your children. 

 

 


