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Introduction 

Corpus Christi is a small primary school serving a catchment area with some high social and 

economic disadvantage, and an often-transient population. Pupils have a broad range of 

special educational needs including dyslexia, autism, SEBD and physical disabilities. At 

Corpus Christi we aim to develop in every child the knowledge, concepts, skills and attitudes 

that will enable them to reach their full potential. We believe that every child is equal, 

valued and unique and aim to provide a broad and balanced high-quality curriculum for all 

children. 

We use our best endeavours to secure special educational provision for children for whom 

this is required, that is “additional to and different from” that provided within the 

differentiated curriculum to better respond to the four areas of need identified in the SEN 

Code of Practice (2014). 

The National Curriculum is our starting point for planning that meets the specific needs of 

individuals and groups of children. Teachers make provision to enable children to participate 

effectively in curriculum and assessment activities. Thus, some children may need additional 

or different help from that given to other children the same age. Children may have special 

educational needs either throughout or at any time during their school career.  We 

recognise the necessity to work in partnership with parents and will ensure they receive 

information on the statutory procedures and the outcomes for their children. This policy 

ensures that curriculum planning and assessment takes account of the type and extent of 

the difficulty experienced by each child and that the provision of appropriate time and 

resources are allocated to enable teachers to deal effectively with them. 

 

 

Aims 

We have a responsibility to encourage excellent practice throughout school for the benefit 

of all pupils. To encourage this, we are committed to the following principles: 

• To create an environment that meets the special educational need of each child 

• To ensure all staff are aware of disability equality and support outcomes for children 

• To ensure early identification and provision for children with SEN 

• To make clear the expectations of all partners in the process 

• To identify the roles and responsibilities of staff in providing for children’s SEN 

• To enable all children to have full access to all elements of the school curriculum 

• To ensure parents are able to play their part in supporting their child’s education 

• To ensure that our children have a voice in this process 

• To work in partnership with the Local authority and other outside agencies to ensure 

a multi-professional approach 

• To ensure a high level of staff expertise through well targeted CPD 



• To ensure support for children with medical conditions and full inclusion in all school 

activities by consulting with health and social care professionals where appropriate 

• To inform the governing body of all aspects of learning support and SEND issues in 

school 

• To provide a framework for monitoring and evaluation of; police, practice and 

provision 

 

 

 

Educational Inclusion 

In Corpus Christi we aim to offer excellence and choice to all our children, whatever their 

ability or needs. We have high expectations of all our children and aim to remove barriers to 

learning and participation. We want all of our children to feel that they are a valued part of 

our school community. Through appropriate curricular provision, we respect the fact that 

children: 

• Have individual educational and behavioural needs and aspirations 

• Require different strategies for learning 

• Acquire, assimilate and communicate information at different rates 

• Need a range of different teaching approaches and experiences 

 

 

A graduated approach is used to ensure this entitlement: 

• The Assess-Plan-Do-Review model is used to identify and meet the needs of the 

children; 

• Class teachers are responsible and accountable for the progress and development of 

children in their class, including where pupils access support from Tas or specialist 

staff 

• High quality first teaching, differentiated for individuals, is the first step in 

responding t children with SEN 

• Within school the SLT and subject co-ordinators regularly review the quality of 

teaching for all children, including those at risk of underachievement 

 

Teachers respond to children’s needs by: 

• Using both formal and informal assessments to identify barriers to learning and 

inform planning 

• Providing support for children who need help with communication, language, 

literacy and numeracy 



• Planning to develop children’s understanding through the use of all their senses and 

experiences 

• Planning for children’s full participation in learning, and in physical and practical 

activities 

• Helping children to manage their behaviour and take part in learning effectively and 

safely 

• Helping individuals manage their emotion, particularly trauma or stress, and to take 

part in learning 

• Ensuring children with SEN access a broad and balanced curriculum 

• Help children with SEN to experience levels of understanding and rates of progress 

that bring feelings of success and achievement 

• Support children in the classroom and in small groups acknowledging their 

entitlement to share the learning experiences of their peers 

• Encouraging children to take responsibility and make decisions in rating their own 

performance, target setting and recognising their successes 

 

 

Admissions 

Pupils with SEN will be admitted to Corpus Christi in accordance with the agreed admissions 

policy which reflects LA guidelines. The SENCO team attempts to meet with parents of 

pupils with SEN at the earliest opportunity to establish effective links and open dialogue. 

 

Special educational Needs 

Children with SEN have learning difficulties that call for special provision to be made. 

Children have a learning difficulty if: 

• They have significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of children the 

same age and are attaining around two years behind their peers 

• They have a disability – physical or emotional which prevents or hinders them form 

making use of the educational facilities that are provided for children of the same 

age 

 

 

EAL Pupils 

Children will not be regarded as having learning difficulties solely because their home 

language is different from the language in which he/she will be taught. However, some EAL 

pupils will also have SEN and will be supported appropriately. Links to ensure the correct 

support will be made by liaising with EMTAS. 



Monitoring and Assessment Procedures 

Many of the children who join us have already been assessed in pre-school education. 

Others will be assessed when they enter school so that we can build upon prior learning. 

The information is used to provide starting points for the development of an appropriate 

curriculum. 

Throughout a pupil’s time in school, teaching staff use a number of strategies to monitor 

and assess pupil progress. These include: 

• Teacher and professionally produced tasks to support National Curriculum 

assessment 

• Target setting and pupil tracking. 

Class teachers provide continuous assessment of pupils identified as having SEN by: 

• Diagnostic and standardised tests to inform planning and teaching 

• GAP or PIVATS assessments 

• Thrice yearly data tracking 

• Progress reports from TAs 

• SEN reviews 

• Reports and assessments carried out by external agencies e.g. SALT or Educational 

Psychologist 

If our assessments show that a child may have a learning difficulty, we use a range of 

strategies that make use of all available resources. The class teacher will offer interventions 

that are different from or additional to those provided as part of school’s usual working 

practices. The class teacher will keep parents informed and draw upon them for additional 

information. The SENCO, if not already involved will become involved if the teacher and 

parents feel that the child would benefit from further support. 

 

The class teachers learning plans will record the strategies used to support the child, and 

show the short-term targets set. 

All needs and interventions will be identified and planned for on a provision map and SEND 

register and monitored and reviewed by the SENCO and the DHT who is the SEN provision 

lead. 

If support is needed from outside agencies, we will consult with parents prior to any support 

being accessed and ensure the learning pathways organised are communicated to them. In 

most cases, children will be seen in school by external support services. This may lead to 

additional or different strategies from those used in school and information for the child’s 

support plan.  

 

Statutory Assessment of SEN 



If school does not feel it can fully meet the needs of a child, a request for statutory 

assessment will be made to the LA for statutory assessment and an Education Health Care 

Plan. 

Statutory Assessment will involve consideration by the LEA, working co-operatively with 

parents, school and other agencies involved, as to whether a statutory assessment of special 

educational needs is necessary. Where the evidence presented to the LA suggests that the 

child’s learning difficulties have not responded to relevant and purposeful measures taken 

by the school and external specialists and may call for special educational provision which 

cannot reasonably be provided within the resources normally available to school, the LA will 

consider the case for a statutory assessment. The LA may decide that the degree of the 

pupil’s learning difficulty and the nature of the provision necessary to meet the child’s SEN 

is such as to require the LA to determine the child’s special educational provision. 

 

The Role of the SENCO 

In Corpus Christi the SENCO with the support of the DHT: 

• Supports staff in managing the day-to-day operation of the policy 

• Maintains the school’s SEN register 

• Contributes to and manages the support plans of children with SEN 

• Co-ordinates the provision and response to children’s needs 

• Supports and advises colleagues 

• Oversees the records kept on all children with SEN 

• Acts as the link with parents 

• Acts as the link with outside agencies including the Educational Psychologist 

• Completes documentation required by outside agencies and the LA 

• Organises multi-agency review meetings 

• Monitors and evaluates SEN provision and reports to the HT and the Governing Body 

• Manages a range of resource, both human and material, to enable appropriate 

provision to be made 

• Keeps up to date with developments in SEND locally and nationally 

• Contributes to the professional development of staff 

• Attends Gateshead LA SENCO meetings maintaining relations with LA officers 

 

The Role of the Governing Body 

The Governing Body, having regard to the Code of Practice: 

• Ensures appropriate provision is made for any pupil with SEN 

• Ensures that all teachers are aware of their role in provision for children with SEN 

• Reports annually to parents on the school’s policy for pupils with SEN 



• Ensures parents are notified of decisions made when SEN provision is organised for 

their child 

• Allocates a governor with specific oversight of provision  for children with SEN 

 

LA Agreement 

Gateshead LA supports pupils with SEN in Corpus Christi school by: 

• Providing access to an Educational psychologist for assessment of pupils with SEN 

• Providing access to a Behavioural Support Liaison teacher and advice on pupils with 

behavioural difficulties 

• Providing in-service training for staff on issues, techniques and strategies as well as 

identification of barriers for learning 

• Providing opportunities for referrals to specialist units and specialist services 

• Offering support to discuss issues relating to SEN 

 

 

Class Teachers 

High quality teaching, differentiated for individual pupils, is the first step in responding to 

SEN. 

Class teachers will: 

• Be aware of school’s procedures for identification and provision for children with 

SEN 

• Work with the SENCO to collect information on the child 

• Work with the SENCO  to decide on the action required to assist the child in making 

progress 

• Develop and review support plans with pupils and parents 

• Continually assess pupil progress and identify the next steps in learning 

• Co-ordinate Teaching Assistants and plan and resource intervention sessions for 

them to deliver to children with SEN 

• Keep parents informed of pupil progress and ways they can help their child 

• Work with the SENCO and SLT to identify their own training needs around SEN 

• Ensure information is passed on to the new class teacher in advance of transition 

 

Allocation of Resources 

The SLT SEN lead is responsible for the operational management of resourcing for SEN 

provision, including the provision for children with EHCPs. The Headteacher informs the 



governing body of allocation of funding to SEN. The Headteacher and SLT SEN lead agree on 

how to use funds relating to EHCPs. 

 

Partnerships with Parents 

We encourage an active partnership with parents through ongoing dialogue and believe 

they have much to contribute to our support for children with SEN. Regular meetings are 

held to discuss and share progress and decision making. Parents are informed prior to any 

outside intervention work with their child. The school prospectus contains details of our 

policy and arrangements for children with SEN. The named governor for SEN takes a 

particular interest and is always willing to talk to parents. 

 

Transition to Secondary School 

Before transition to secondary school in September, relevant SEN information is transferred 

to during the Summer term of Year 6 to the receiving school. Some pupils receive additional 

transition support where necessary. 

 

Monitoring and Review 

The SENCO and SLT SEN lead monitor the movement of children within the SEN system and 

provide staff and governors with regular summaries of the impact of the policy on the 

practice of the school. The Governing Body will review this policy and consider amendments 

in the light of new findings. 
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